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1961

The ECAA ambulance was moved to a garage on the lower side of the 

Ephrata Community Hospital, by the maintenance shop area.  It included 

an office approximately 6’ x 9’

©2011 Les Martzall
2



1962

A second ambulance was purchased to increase service levels.  It was a 

red and white 1961 four-wheel drive International ambulance.  It was 

housed alongside the Cadillac ambulance at ECH.
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July 1967

A new red and white Cadillac ambulance was purchased to replace an 

aging Cadillac at a cost of $19,300.

5Shown in the photo is (L-R) Stiles Smith, ECAA President and Abe Summers, ECAA Treasurer.



December 1969

A new Cadillac ambulance was purchased to replace the four-wheel 

drive International.  It was the only light blue ECAA ambulance.
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1971 – The first orange Cadillac ambulance was 

purchased to replace the mid-1960’s red and white 

Cadillac.

1973 – A new orange Cadillac ambulance was 

purchased to replace the 1969 Cadillac ambulance.

1974 – Seven ECAA

members receive

EMT certifications
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1976 – A new orange Cadillac ambulance was purchased 

to replace the 1971 Cadillac ambulance.

1979 – ECAA purchased their first Type III “box” ambulance 

to replace the 1973 Cadillac.  This 1979 Grumman 
ambulance provided much needed space to carry 
additional equipment and to treat the patients.
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1976 Cadillac and 1979 Grumman 10
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October 1979

Lancaster County-Wide
Communications

and

Ephrata Borough Dispatch

Center

Introduce

911
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1979 – ECAA acquired a Jeep CJ7 to place in service as an ALS 

unit.  Before going into service, the amount of required 

equipment was changed and ECAA needed to upsize the 

medic unit to a Jeep Cherokee.

October 1979 – Medic 1-12 was placed into service utilizing a 

Jeep Cherokee and a crew of an ECAA EMT and an ECH RN.
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October 4, 1980 – ECH dedicated a new wing of the hospital 

built to house three ambulances.  The wing also included a

conference room, an office, a lounge, a bathroom and two 

bedrooms.  ECAA moved their office, two ambulances and 

the medic unit into the new facility.

In exchange for rent free usage of the facility, ECAA traded a 

triangular piece of property between Ephrata Avenue and 
Martin Avenue to ECH. 

©2011 Les Martzall

The property was adjacent 

to the ECH campus and had 

been purchased by ECAA for 

a possible building project, 

although the organization’s 

operations had outgrown the 
size of the lot.
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The Board of Directors consisted of 17 community members and 
two ECAA volunteers.  There were many disagreements between 
the Board and their Executive Director, Lynn Ginnett and the 
volunteers, represented by volunteer president Les Martzall.

ECAA turned over the ownership and operations of Medic 1-12  
to ECH in 1982 and the unit was renamed Medic 4.

December 1982 – Les Martzall and the other volunteer officers 
convinced the Board to all resign in January 1983 and turn over the 
operations and membership of the Board to the volunteers.  The 
volunteers then reorganized the Board to be all volunteers with a 
year of ECAA service and two community representatives.

December 31, 1982 – The Ephrata Borough dispatch center ceases 
operations

January 1983 – Outgoing Board president, Dr. Richard Mellinger
opines “You people will be out of business within two years”.
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1982 – ECAA purchased their second “box” ambulance to 
replace the 1976 Cadillac, the last of an era.  This new 
vehicle was a 1982 Wheeled Coach ambulance.

1986 – ECAA purchased their first ambulance from PL 
Custom Body in Manasquan, NJ.  It utilized a customized 
layout to facilitate ECAA operations.  This vehicle replaced 
the 1979 Grumman.

This vehicle was to be a design ECAA could use as a 
standard for future ECAA ambulance purchases.  
Eventually, getting all of the ECAA ambulances to a 
virtually identical layout reduced training hours and 
improve operations.

The ECAA call volume was increasing and the staff was 
really feeling cramped in the ambulance wing of the 
hospital.
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Mid 1986 – ECAA negotiated with ECH to expand the 

ambulance wing to provide larger crew and office space, 

and an additional bay for a third ambulance.  ECAA was 

asked to contribute a large sum of money with no 

guarantee of future security or occupancy of the addition.

ECAA began a search for their own facility.  The first option 

investigated was the building owned by David Good that 

had just been vacated by the PA State Police at the corner 
of Martin Avenue and Route 272.  ECAA was not able to 

secure a viable price of purchase plus renovations.

There were concerns about room 

for future expansion, egress issues 

and traffic issues.

ECAA opted to continue their 

search and ECH purchased the 
David Good property.



©2011 Les Martzall

18

Early 1987 – ECAA negotiated with Fitness America to 

purchase their facility on West Main Street.  ECAA planned to 

renovate part of the building as their quarters and office, 

rent out offices on the bottom floor and add a three bay 

garage on the right lawn.

Financing for the project required a co-signature from the 

Borough of Ephrata, who declined to participate in the 

project.

ECAA also had serious 

concerns about the total cost 

of the project as the building 

alone was priced at  $522,00.

ECAA opted to continue their 

search and ECH purchased 

the Fitness America property.



November 1987 .....
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ECAA completed the purchase of

528 West Main Street in Ephrata Borough

SOLD!
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November 1987 – ECAA purchased a Mobil gas station at 528 
West Main Street in Ephrata from Wilbur Zimmerman for 
$212,000.  It was estimated to cost about $90,000 to complete 
renovations to prepare the building to house the ECAA.

Sam Martzall, an ECAA volunteer, designed the architectural 
concept drawings for the new façade.

The underground gas tanks from the gas station were removed 
in April 1988.

Many ECAA volunteers (and some family members and 
friends) spent hundreds of hours working on the renovations 
and coordinating the work of local contractors.

While some in the community were skeptical of the project, 
they certainly approved of the improvements being made to 
the building.
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Work continued on the building 

throughout 1988, as the project 

took longer than the expected 

completion date of August 1987.

The ECAA office moved to the new 

station in January 1989 even 
though the two ambulances 

remained stationed at ECH.

Finally, after thousands of hours of 

blood, sweat and tears, the total 

ECAA operation was relocated to 

the renovated building in March 
1989. 
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ECAA Open House

September 23-24, 1989

ECAA Station Dedication

September 23, 1989
2:00 pm 
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1988 ECAA Officers
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1989 – A computer generated 

newsletter was introduced.  

The officers’ photo below was 

from 1992, but most of these 

officers were already in that 

position in 1989.
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In 1991, ECAA expanded their service 

to include a third ambulance.  This 

provided a spare rig to cover the 

area when another rig was out of 

service for maintenance.

ECAA bought a used 1985 PL Custom 

Body ambulance from Harleysville, PA 

which was very similar to the ECAA 

1986 PL Custom Body ambulance.

Photos ©1991 Rodney Good



©1993 Rodney Good

30



31

ECAA continued to purchaseambulances from PL Custom 

Body in Manasquan, NJ.  Each ambulance was customized in 

layout to be mostly the same as the older ECAA ambulances.

1993 – Rig #2 - Replaced the 1982 Wheeled Coach

1996 – Rig #3 – Replaced the 1985 PL Custom purchased from 

Harleysville Ambulance

1998 – Rig #1 – Replaced the 1986 PL Custom Body

2002 – Rig #1 – Was involved in a

vehicle accident in Lancaster and

the 1998 chassis was replaced

with a 2002 model.  The box was

transferred to a 2002 chassis. 

©2002 Rodney Good



32

2003  – Rig #2 – Replaced the 1993 PL Custom Body

2011 – Rig #3 – Will replace the 1996 PL Custom Body 
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1993 ECAA Officers

©1993 Stan Hall
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ECAA occasionally invested a lot of time, sweat and elbow 

grease into preparing an ambulance to appear in the 
Lancaster County Fireman Association’s annual parade.  Here 

is a proud crew after winning 1st place in the 1994 parade in 
Quarryville, PA. 
Vehicle was a 1993 PL Custom Body



ECAA Ambulance Trophies
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Year Place Show Award

1988 LCFA Ephrata Standby Unit

1988 1st LCFA Ephrata Judges Award

1991 2nd LCFA Ephrata Best Appearing Ambulance

1992 2nd LCFA Denver Best Appearing/Equipped BLS Unit

1994 1st LCFA Quarryville Best Appearing/Equipped BLS Unit

1995 LCFA Akron Standby Unit

1995 2nd LCFA Akron Best Appearing Ambulance

2000 1st LCFA Lancaster Twp Best Appearing/Equipped BLS Unit

2001 1st LCFA Lincoln Best Appearing BLS Ambulance

2001 LCEMSC BLS Service of the Year

2002 1st LCFA Denver EMS – BLS Ambulance
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In 1997, ECAA was invited to join the Northern Lancaster County 

Medical Transport, a cooperative venture of a number of local 

ambulance companies and Ephrata Community Hospital.

ECAA determined that membership was not a significant business 

opportunity, so they abstained from membership.

Within ten years, most of the original members of the cooperative 
venture dropped out.  Only Manheim Township Ambulance 

Association was added 

after its inception.  NLC 

operated two paratransit 

vans and one ambulance.  

They were based at the 

Ephrata Community 

Hospital, but the entity was 

dissolved in March 2015 
and ECAA took over the 
coverage.
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On March 10, 1997, ECAA entered the paratransit business to 
providing non-emergency medical transports.  They also 
acquired PA P.U.C. approval to do non-medical transports in 
the vans.

Photos ©2004, 2005, 2007 Les Martzall
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In 1997, ECAA placed a bicycle team in service for the Ephrata 
Fair and other special events.  At first, they used private bicycles 

and added EMS equipment.  In 2002, ECAA purchased six 

bicycles and outfitted each two bike team with an AED.

Photos ©2004, 2005 Les Martzall 

In 2003, ECAA purchased a 2003 Ford Explorer to be used as a 

squad vehicle.  It is used to conduct routine business during 

weekdays.  It is equipped to be a command vehicle on a large 

incident or to assist crews during the day with special calls, e.g. 

CPR assistance, lifting assistance, etc.
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Training .

Training ..

Training …

More training …

Continuing education .

Continuing education ..

Online …

DVD’s



Photos ©Rodney Good
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No persons 

were hurt in 

this training.

Honestly ! 



Photos ©Rodney Good
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No persons 

were saved in 

this training.



ECAA Stepping Stones

ECAA has utilized a combination of paid and volunteer personnel over the years to provide 
EMS services to the local community.

Paid personnel have numbered as few as 1 in the beginning to 7 full-time EMTs in 2010.

The volunteer roster began from a low of about a dozen to rise to a  high of 57 before falling 
back to about 30 in 2010.

Due to the proximity of the ECAA station to Ephrata Community Hospital, our staff can spend 
a little extra time in the ER after delivering a patient to learn from observing the in-hospital 
treatment and asking the doctors for additional information and constructive criticism.

It is this exceptional operational and educational environment that has allowed our staff to 
utilize their ECAA experience as a stepping stone to other medical and professional 
opportunities including but not limited to:
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EMT Police Officer

Paramedic Deputy Coroner

EMS Manager Missionary

Nurse

Respiratory Technician

Cardiac Catherization Technician

Physician Assistant

Doctor



ECAA Stepping Stones Hero

Lt. Gen (Ret.) Ronald R. Blanck, D.O.

• Graduate of the Philadelphia College of Osteopathic Medicine

• Board Certified in Internal Medicine

• 39th Surgeon General of the United States Army (1996-2000) and 

Commander of the U.S. Army Medical Command with more than 

46,000 military and 26,000 civilian personnel globally

• Has been awarded many distinguished military awards

• Former President of the University of North Texas  Health Science 

Center at Fort Worth, TX (2000-2006)

• Has taught at Georgetown University, George Washington University,  

Howard University College of Medicine

• Now a partner and Chairman of the Board of Martin, Blanck & 

Associates based in Falls Church, VA

• He is a consultant on bioterrorism issues

• He is an expert in preparing the medical community to respond to 

mass casualty incidents or those involving weapons of mass 

destruction
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Lancaster County Public Safety Training Center
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We know how 

to be serious 

….

And we can 

also relax and 

have some   

fun  ….
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May 1995 – the 

Blues Brothers took 

our ambulance to 

the Ephrata High 

School prom



53

June 1995 - We 

not only do 

proms, but 

weddings as well

♥
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Each Mother’s Day, ECAA places 

an ambulance and/or a van in 

the Make-A-Wish convoy
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Long trips to the PL Custom 

Body factory in NJ, required 

a rest stop on the way home

Zzzzzzzzzzz….          
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